
Rhode Island Department of Health 
3 Capitol Hill, Providence, RI 02908-5097 

Regulatory Agenda – 15 January 2015 

PART I - Rules Promulgated 16 June 2014 through 15 January 2015: 
 ERLID # Type Filing Title of Regulation Effective Date 

1.   Amendment Rules and Regulations Pertaining to the Regional Health Information Organization and Health 
Information Exchange 

27 Jun 2014 

2.   Amendment Rules and Regulations Governing Electronic Data Transfer of Controlled Substances in Schedules 
II, III and IV 

27 Jun 2014 

3.   Adoption Rules and Regulations Pertaining to the Rhode Island Health Benefits Exchange 23 Jul 2014 

4.   Amendment Rules and Regulations Pertaining to Immunization and Communicable Disease Testing in 
Preschool, School, Colleges or Universities 

23 Jul 2014 

5.   Repeal Rules and Regulations Pertaining to Immunization and Testing for Communicable Diseases for 
Students Entering Colleges or Universities 

23 Jul 2014 

6.   Amendment Rules and Regulations for School Health Programs 23 Jul 2014 

7.   Amendment Rules and Regulations for the Registration of Tanning Facilities 23 Jul 2014 

8.   Amendment Rules and Regulations Pertaining to the Newborn Metabolic, Endocrine, and Hemoglobinopathy 
Screening Program and Newborn Hearing Loss Screening Program 

23 Jul 2014 

9.   Amendment Rules and Regulations Pertaining to the Fee Structure for Licensing, Laboratory and 
Administrative Services Provided by the Department of Health 

23 Jul 2014 

10.   Amendment Rules and Regulations for Licensing of Midwives 19 Aug 2014 

11.   Amendment Rules and Regulations for the Licensure of Physician Assistants 23 Sep 2014 

12.   Amendment Rules and Regulations for the Licensure and Discipline of Physicians 13 Oct 2014 

13.   Amendment Rules and Regulations Governing Electronic Data Transfer of Controlled Substances in Schedules 
II, III and IV 

13 Oct 2014 

14.   Amendment Rules and Regulations Pertaining to Practices and Procedures Before the Rhode Island 
Department of Health 

13 Oct 2014 

15.   Amendment Rules and Regulations for the Licensing of Nurses and Standards for the Approval of Basic 
Nursing Education Programs 

23 Oct 2014 

16.   Amendment Rules and Regulations Pertaining to the Fee Structure for Licensing, Laboratory and 
Administrative Services Provided by the Department of Health 

23 Oct 2014 

17.   Adoption Rules and Regulations Pertaining to Opioid Overdose Prevention and Reporting 23 Oct 2014 

18.   Amendment Rules and Regulations Governing Vital Records 11 Nov 2014 
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 ERLID # Type Filing Title of Regulation Effective Date 
19.   Amendment Rules and Regulations Pertaining to Embalmers, Funeral Directors and Funeral Service 

Establishments 
18 Dec 2014 

20.   Amendment Grade "A" Pasteurized Milk Ordinance (2013 Revision) 27 Jan 2015 

21.   Amendment Rules and Regulations Pertaining to the Fee Structure for Licensing, Laboratory and 
Administrative Services Provided by the Department of Health 

27 Jan 2015 
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PART II - Expected Rule-making Activity 16 January 2015 - 15 June 2015: 
 

Type Filing 
Title/Subject Area of 

Regulation Objective 
Legal 
Basis 

Anticipated 
Schedule Agency Contact Information  

Interested 
Parties 

1. Amendment Rules and Regulations for 
the Licensure and 
Discipline of Physicians  

Requirements for medical 
use of lasers and general 
“housekeeping” changes 

RIGL 
Chapter 

5-37 

March 2015 James McDonald, MD, Chief  
Admin Officer BMLD, 401-222-
1016 
James.McDonald@health.ri.gov 

Licensees, 
professional 
associations 

2. Adoption Rules and Regulations for 
Licensing Lactation 
Consultants [Working 
Title] 

Establish standards for 
licensing lactation 
consultants pursuant to RIGL 
Chapter 23-13.6 

RIGL 
Chapter 
23-13.6 

March 2015 Donna Costantino, Chief, 
Health Professions Regulation, 
401-222-2828 
Donna.Costantino@health.ri.gov   

Licensees; 
advocates, 
mothers of 
new-born 
children 

3. Amendment Rules and Regulations 
Related to the State DNA 
Database and Databank  

Update DNA sample 
collection requirements 
pursuant to RIGL Chapter 
12-1.5 

RIGL 
Chapter 
12-1.5 

March 2015 Ewa King, Ph.D. 
Associate Director 
State Health Laboratories 
401-222-1999  
Ewa.King@health.ri.gov  

Lawyers; law 
enforcement 

4. Adoption Rules and Regulations 
Pertaining to Domestic 
Medical Tourism [Working 
Title] 

Establish requirements for a 
healthcare facility to receive 
an exemption from 
Certificate of Need pursuant 
to RIGL §23-93-2 

RIGL 
Chapter 

23-93 

March 2015 Michael K. Dexter, Chief, Office 
of Health Systems 
Development, 401-222-2788 
Michael.Dexter@health.ri.gov 

Licensees, 
health care 
facilities; 
health care 
attorneys 

5. Amendment Rules and Regulations for 
the Certification of 
Health Plans 

Address changes mandated 
by Affordable Care Act, and 
bring regulations into 
conformity with prevailing 
standards for managed care. 

RIGL 
Chapter 
23-17.13 

March 2015 Valentina Adamova, Health 
Economist, 401-222-1625 
Valentina.Adamova@health.ri.g
ov 

Licensees, 
health care 
providers, 
health 
insurance, 
advocates 

6. Amendment Rules and Regulations for 
the Control of Radiation 

Bring regulations into 
conformity with federal 
Nuclear Regulatory 
Commission  requirements 

RIGL 
Chapter 
23-1.3 

April 2015 Raymond Rusin, Chief, Office 
of Facilities Regulation, 401-
222-2566 
Raymond.Rusin@health.ri.gov 

Licensees, 
health care 
facilities, 
professional 
associations 
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Type Filing 

Title/Subject Area of 
Regulation Objective 

Legal 
Basis 

Anticipated 
Schedule Agency Contact Information  

Interested 
Parties 

7. Amendment Rules and Regulations 
Pertaining To Public 
Drinking Water 

Bring regulations into 
conformity with federal  EPA 
drinking water standards 

RIGL 
Chapter 

46-13 

April 2015 June Swallow, PE, Chief, Office 
of Drinking Water Quality, 401-
222-6867 
June.Swallow@health.ri.gov 

Public 
drinking 
water 
authorities; 
consumers 

8. Amendment Rules and Regulations 
Pertaining to the 
Processing and 
Distribution of Shellfish 

Bring regulations into 
conformity with federal FDA 
requirements and general 
“housekeeping” changes 

RIGL 
Chapter 

21-14 

April 2015 Ernest Julian, Ph.D. Chief, 
Office of Food Protection, 401-
222-2749 
Ernest.Julian@health.ri.gov 

Shellfish 
producers & 
processors 

9. Amendment Rules and Regulations for 
Licensing Organized 
Ambulatory Care 
Facilities 

Update regulations to 
establish requirements for 
operation of multiple OACF 
facilities under common 
ownership on a single license  

RIGL 
Chapter 

23-17 

April 2015 Raymond Rusin, Chief, Office 
of Facilities Regulation, 401-
222-2566 
Raymond.Rusin@health.ri.gov 

Licensees, 
health care 
facilities, 
professional 
associations 

10. Adoption Rules and Regulations for 
Licensing Adult Supportive 
Care Facilities [Working 
Title] 

Establish standards for 
licensing adult supportive 
care facilities pursuant to 
RIGL Chapter 23-17.24 

RIGL 
Chapter 
23-17.24 

May 2015 Raymond Rusin, Chief, Office 
of Facilities Regulation, 401-
222-2566 
Raymond.Rusin@health.ri.gov 

Licensees; 
advocates, 
professional 
associations; 
consumers 

11. Amendment Rules and Regulations for 
the Utilization Review of 
Health Care Services 

Address changes mandated 
by Affordable Care Act, and 
bring regulations into 
conformity with prevailing 
standards for utilization 
review.  

RIGL 
Chapter 
23-17.12 

May 2015 Valentina Adamova, Health 
Economist, 401-222-1625 
Valentina.Adamova@health.ri.g
ov 

Licensees, 
health care 
providers, 
health 
insurance, 
advocates 
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Type Filing 

Title/Subject Area of 
Regulation Objective 

Legal 
Basis 

Anticipated 
Schedule Agency Contact Information  

Interested 
Parties 

12. Adoption Rules and Regulations  
Pertaining to Accountable 
Care Organizations 
[Working Title] 

Establish standards for 
“accountable care “of 
patients – would likely 
impact hospitals, ambulatory 
health care facilities, nursing 
facilities, home health care 
and ambulance service 
providers  

RIGL 
Chapter 

23-17 

May 2015 Raymond Rusin, Chief, Office 
of Facilities Regulation, 401-
222-2566 
Raymond.Rusin@health.ri.gov 

Licensees, 
advocates, 
professional 
associations 
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