
STATE OF RHODE ISLAND 
DEPARTMENT OF ENVIRONMENTAL MANAGEMENT 

PUBLIC NOTICE 
 

Pursuant to the provisions of Chapters 32-2, and 42-17.1, in particular Section 
9.1 of Chapter 42-17.1, of the Rhode Island General Laws of 1956, as amended, 
in accordance with the Administrative Procedures Act Chapter 42-35 of the 
General Laws, the Director of the Department of Environmental Management 
(DEM) proposes amendments to of the of regulations governing “User Fees at 
State Beaches, Parks, and Recreational Areas” to increase certain fees charged 
at State beaches. 
 
The public hearing will commence at 10:00 AM on Friday, May 13, 2011 in Room 
300 of the Foundry Building, located at 235 Promenade Street, Providence, RI 
02908. The hearing room is handicap accessible. A taped record of the hearing 
will be made and the DEM will provide interpreter services for the hearing 
impaired, provided such services are requested at least 48 hours prior to the 
hearing date. A request for this service can be made in writing or by calling (401) 
222-6800 or TDD (401) 831-5508. Written comments concerning the regulations 
proposed for promulgation by the DEM may also be submitted to the Division of 
Parks and Recreation, 2321 Hartford Avenue, Johnston, RI 02919 no later than 
4:00 p.m. on May12, 2011. 
 
The Department has determined that small businesses shall not be adversely 
impacted by the proposed regulations. The public hearing is being conducted to 
solicit comment on the proposals and to allow public input from small businesses 
or any cities or towns, which may believe that they may be adversely affected. 
Interested parties are requested to comment on the proposed regulations on how 
such proposed action can be changed to minimize the impact on those small 
businesses affected. 
 
A copy of the proposed regulations will be available for examination from April 12, 
2011 through May 12, 2011 by mail or at the office of the Division of Parks and 
Recreation located at 2321 Hartford Avenue, Johnston, RI 02919. Electronic 
copies of the proposed regulations will also be available at the Rhode Island 
Secretary of State’s website or on the DEM website at the following address: 
http://www.dem.ri.gov/pubs/index.htm#regprops. 
 

Janet Coit, Director 
Department of Environmental Management 

 
 



STATE OF RHODE ISLAND 
DEPARTMENT OF ENVIRONMENTAL MANAGEMENT 

DIVISION OF PARKS AND RECREATION 
2321 HARTFORD AVENUE 

JOHNSTON, RI 02919 
(401) 222-2632 

 
INTERDEPARTMENTAL MEMORANDUM 

 
TO:  Gary Powers, Deputy Chief Legal Counsel 
  Department of Environmental Management 
 
FROM: Robert Paquette, Chief of Parks and Recreation 
  Department of Environmental Management 
 
DATE:  March 23, 2010 
 
RE:  Proposed Amendment to the Division of Parks & Recreation User Fees at  
  State Beaches, Parks, and Recreational Areas Regulation 
 
The Department of Environmental Management’s Division of Parks & Recreation has under 
consideration proposed amendments to one of its regulations. The proposed amendment would 
modify its regulation governing “User Fees At State Beaches, Parks, and Recreational Areas” in 
order to increase fees charged for daily parking and season passes at the state beaches. This 
memorandum is submitted in compliance with R.I. Gen. Laws §§42-35-1 et seq. relative to the 
Division’s determination as to the potential adverse impact that the above described proposed rule 
making may have on small businesses and, if a potential adverse impact has been identified, what 
modifications, if any, may be undertaken in the proposed rulemaking to achieve the intended goals 
but reduce the potential adverse impact. 
 
Although the proposed rulemaking would increase the current fees at the state beaches, the 
proposed increases are reasonable and will still result in a fee for services that are comparable to 
what is charged by similar private and municipal facilities. The Park staff anticipates no decrease in 
the number of visits from those who have routinely utilized these facilities. The Division 
anticipates no potential adverse impact on small businesses resulting from the proposed rule 
making either from the groups utilizing these facilities or from those small businesses that may 
provide services to those who use the facilities.  
 
I have attached the “User Fees at State Beaches, Parks, and Recreational Areas” regulation that is 
proposed to be amended. 

 
The proposed rules will be posted on or before April 1, 2011 in order that a public comment 
hearing may be scheduled on or before Monday, May 2, 2011.  
 
Thank you for your consideration and attention to this matter.  

 
Attachment      
 



State of Rhode Island and Providence Plantations 
Department of Administration 

Budget Office 
 

Fiscal Note for Proposed Administrative Rules (R.I.G.L. § 22-12-1.1) 
 

Name of Administrative Rule: State of Rhode Island Department of Environmental Management, 
“User Fees At State Beaches, Parks, And Recreational Areas” 
Date of Notice:  April 12, 2011   Date of Hearing: May 13, 2011 
 
RIGL: These regulations are authorized pursuant to R.I. Gen. Laws Chapters 32-2, and 42-17.1, in particular 
Section 9.1 of Chapter 42-17.1, of the Rhode Island General Laws of 1956, as amended, in accordance with the 
Administrative Procedures Act Chapter 42-35 of the General Laws 
 
 

PARKS & RECREATION 2011 
ANTICPATED FISCAL IMPACT OF 

PROPOSED FEE CHANGES 

   

  
ENTRANCE CATEGORY-
Beach Parking 

Old Rate New Rate 1/1/09 
thru 
12/31/10 

Old Rate New Rate Total 
Increase of 
Revenue 

Resident Weekday $6.00 $10.00 55086 $330,514.00 $550,856.67 $220,342.67
Non-Resident Weekday $12.00 $20.00 53610 $643,325.00 $1,072,208.33 $428,883.33
Resident Senior Weekday $3.00 $5.00 2727 $8,179.50 $13,632.50 $5,453.00
Non-Resident Senior Weekday $6.00 $10.00 2923 $17,538.00 $29,230.00 $11,692.00
Bus Weekday $40.00 $40.00 47 $1,883.00 $1,883.00 $0.00

     
Resident Weekend $7.00 $14.00 43133 $301,932.50 $603,865.00 $301,932.50
Non-Resident Weekend $14.00 $28.00 44892 $628,481.75 $1,256,963.50 $628,481.75
Resident Senior Weekend $3.50 $7.00 1280 $4,479.25 $8,958.50 $4,479.25
Non-Resident Senior Weekend $7.00 $14.00 1351 $9,454.25 $18,908.50 $9,454.25
Bus Weekend $40.00 $40.00 14 $540.00 $540.00 $0.00

     
 SUBTOTALS  $1,946,327.25 $3,557,046.00 $1,610,718.75
   

ENTRANCE CATEGORY- 
Beach Passes 

Old Rate New Rate 1/1/09 
thru 
12/31/10 

Old Rate New Rate Total 
Increase of 
Revenue 

Resident Season $30  $60  10482 $314,445.00 $628,890.00 $314,445.00
Non-Resident Season $60  $120  3887 $233,212.50 $466,425.00 $233,212.50
Resident Senior Season $15  $30  2266 $33,982.50 $67,965.00 $33,982.50
Non-Resident Senior Season $30  $60  996 $29,872.50 $59,745.00 $29,872.50
Bus Season $40  $40  30 $1,180.00 $1,180.00 $0.00

 SUBTOTALS  $18,790.30 $1,224,205.00 $1,205,414.70
  
 TOTALS $1,965,117.55 $4,781,251.00 $2,816,133.45

 
 



         _______   
   
Summary of Policy Change: The proposed amendments would amend the “User Fees At State Beaches, 
Parks, And Recreational Areas” in order to increase certain user fees  that are charged at state beaches and 
represent the first modification in the fees charged at state owned beaches since 2002..  The State does not anticipate 
any decrease in the patronage at the State beaches due to these proposed increased fees (thus, the above Fiscal 
Impact of the Proposed Fee Increases is calculated based upon no reduction in the number of  visitors at our beach 
resorts). Therefore, there is also no anticipated adverse impact upon small businesses such as gas stations or 
restaurants that benefit from patrons who visit the State beaches. 
 
Summary of Fiscal Impact: There will be no fiscal impact on the state level. In effect, these regulations 
simply represent a slight increase in fees, indeed only a portion of the fee increases that has been 
experienced at comparable commercial and municipal facilities during the nine years since the State last 
assessed an increase in beach fees. 
 
City or Town Impact: There should be no adverse financial impact on the municipal level. 
  
    Approved:  
 
    ________________________     Date :__________________ 

Thomas Mullaney    
Executive Director/State Budget Officer  
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STATE OF RHODE ISLAND AND PROVIDENCE PLANTATIONS 
DEPARTMENT OF ENVIRONMENTAL MANAGEMENT 

Division of Parks and Recreation 
 
 
 
 

USER FEES AT STATE BEACHES, PARKS, AND RECREATIONAL 
AREAS 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

December 26, 2010 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
AUTHORITY: These fees are adopted pursuant to Chapters 42-17.1-9.1 and 42-35 of the Rhode   
                         Island General Laws of 1956, as amended. 
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PARKS AND RECREATION 
Fee Schedule 

     
BEACH PARKING – WEEKDAY RATE (Per Vehicle) 

[Propark Only Accepts Cash Or Credit For Daily Parking Fees And Season Beach Passes] 
   Current Proposed 
Resident   $  6.00 $10.00 
Non-Resident   $12.00 $20.00 
Resident Senior   $  3.00 $  5.00 
Non-Resident Senior   $  6.00 $10.00 
Bus   $40.00 $40.00 
     

BEACH PARKING –  WEEKEND RATE (Per Vehicle) 
[Propark Only Accepts Cash Or Credit For Daily Parking Fees And Season Beach Passes] 

   Current Proposed 
Resident   $  7.00 $14.00 
Non-Resident   $14.00 $28.00 
Senior Resident   $  3.50 $  7.00 
Senior Non-Resident   $  7.00 $14.00 
Bus   $40.00 $40.00 
     

BEACH PARKING –  SEASON RATE (Per Vehicle) 
[Propark Only Accepts Cash Or Credit For Daily Parking Fees And Season Beach Passes] 
   Current Proposed 
Resident   $30.00 $  60.00 
Non-Resident   $60.00 $120.00 
Resident Senior   $15.00 $  30.00 
Non-Resident Senior   $30.00 $  60.00 
Bus   $40.00 $  40.00 
     

CAMPING – DAILY RATE (RESIDENTS) 
   Current Proposed 
Tent (No Hookups) Per Site  $14.00  
Water, Electric & Trailer Per Site  $18.00  
Water, Electric, Sewer & Trailer Per Site  $20.00  
Visitors Pass Per Vehicle  $  2.00  
Second Car Pass Per Vehicle  $  4.00  
Septic Dump Station Per Vehicle  Non-Camper $  5.00  
Primitive Cabin (No Water/Electric) Per Site Sleeps (4) $35.00  
Boat Trailers Per Vehicle   $  5.00 
Showers   As Metered  
APRIL 1 THROUGH MAY 15 AND SEPTEMBER 1 THROUGH OCTOBER 31 the Department may offer an 
incentive program to entice additional use of the campgrounds.  Example: Stay one night, second night free. 
     

CAMPING – DAILY RATE (NON-RESIDENTS) 
   Current Proposed 
Tent (No Hookups) Per Site  $20.00  
Water, Electric & Trailer Per Site  $25.00  
Water, Electric, Sewer & Trailer Per Site  $35.00  
Visitors Pass Per Vehicle  $  2.00  
Second Car Pass Per Vehicle  $ 6.00  
Septic Dump Station Per Vehicle  Non-Camper $ 5.00  
Primitive Cabin (No Water/Electric) Per Site Sleeps (4) $35.00  
Boat Trailers Per Vehicle   $10.00 
Showers   As Metered  
APRIL 1 THROUGH MAY 15 AND SEPTEMBER 1 THROUGH OCTOBER 31 the Department may offer an 
incentive program to entice additional use of the campgrounds.  Example: Stay one night, second night free. 
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PARK FEES – ALL LOCATIONS 

 
    Current Proposed 
Banquet Table Per Table All Users All Locations $  10.00  
Chapel (3 Hours) (3) Hours All Users Colt Park $  15.00  
Equestrian Area Per Day All Users Goddard Park $  15.00  
Equestrian Area Per Season All Users Goddard Park $  50.00  
Field (Open) Per Day All Users All Locations $    8.00  
Field (Little League) Per Season All Users Lincoln Woods $  25.00  
Field (Various Recreation Uses) Daily/Per Game/Field 17 Yrs & Over Fort Adams $  25.00  
Field (Soccer/Rugby) *Max 10 Games Season Under 17 Yrs of Age  Fort Adams $  35.00  
Field (Soccer/Rugby) *Over 10 Games Daily/Per Game/Field Under 17 Yrs of Age  Fort Adams $    5.00  
Golf Weekday All Users Goddard Park $  12.00  
Golf Weekday 65 & Older Goddard Park $    6.00  
Golf Weekday 12 Yrs & Under Goddard Park  $   6.00 
Golf Weekend All Users Goddard Park $  14.00  
Golf Weekend 65 & Older  Goddard Park $    7.00  
Golf Weekend 12 Yrs & Under Goddard Park  $   7.00 
Mule Barn Per Day All Users Fort Adams $200.00  
Overnight Parking Per Day Resident Fort Adams $    3.00  
Overnight Parking  Per Day Non-Resident Fort Adams $    6.00  
Overnight Parking Per Season Resident Fort Adams $  35.00  
Overnight Parking Per Season Non-Resident Fort Adams $  70.00  
Performing Arts Center Per Day All Users Goddard Park $250.00  
Picnic Tables Per Day All Users All Locations $    2.00  
L1 Shelter  Per Day All Users All Locations $  50.00  
L2 Shelter  Per Day All Users All Locations $  75.00  
L3 Shelter  Per Day All Users All Locations $100.00  
Showers Per Day All Users All Locations As Metered  
      
*L1 Shelters Include:    6 Picnic Tables w/ Rental 
*L2 Shelters Include:    6 Picnic Tables & Play Field w/ Rental 
*L3 Shelters Include:    15 Picnic Tables w/ Rental 
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SENIOR CITIZENS 
• Parks & Beaches ( Per Vehicle): 

o ½  of  the established entrance fee 
o Driver must be 65 years old or older 
o Must show license and be the driver   *C 
 

• Golf Course (Nine Holes): 
o ½ of the established and posted rate 
o Player must be 65 years old or older 
o Proper identification is required  
 

• Waiver of Entrance Fee at State Parks, Beaches and Golf at Goddard State Park:        
o No fee shall be charged to any person 65 years or older who is eligible to participate in 

the R.I. Pharmaceutical Assistance Program. 
o Cardholder must provide “RIPAE Card, Driver’s License and must be driving the 

vehicle.”     *C 
 
DISABLED VISITORS TO STATE PARKS AND BEACHES 

• No fee shall be charged any person with a disability regardless of age, or to automobiles 
transporting a non-driver with a disability at any recreational facility owned and operated by the 
state, provided, however, proper identification is presented as prescribed by the Department of 
Environmental Management. 

 
WAIVER OF USER FEES 

• The Director of the Department of Environmental Management, with the approval of the Governor, 
may, from time to time, waive user fees at state beaches and state parks on any legal holiday 
recognized by the State of Rhode Island. 

 
RESIDENT/NON-RESIDENT FEES 

• For the purposes of administering these fees, resident and non-resident vehicle fees shall be based 
solely upon the state of vehicle registration.   

o Vehicle shall mean any street legal equipment,  motorized or non-motorized, properly 
registered for over the road travel.  *D 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
FOOT NOTES: 
*A – Note that these fees revised in April, 2002. 
*B – Note that these fees were eliminated in July of 1998 (Budget Article 8, Fiscal Year 1999) 
*C – Note that these senior fees were revised in July 1993 (Budget Article 14, Fiscal Year 1994) 
*D - Note that this provision was adopted as an amendment in May of 2005  
*E – Note fees amended and added in 2010 
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EFFECTIVE DATE 
 
These amended User Fees at State Beaches, Parks, and Recreational Areas shall take effect twenty (20) 
days after filing with the Secretary of State’s Office. 
 
The foregoing "User Fees at State Beaches, Parks, and Recreational Areas”, after due notice, are hereby 
adopted and filed with the Secretary of State this _________ day of _______________, 20___ to become 
effective twenty (20) days thereafter, in accordance with the provisions of Chapters 42-17.1-9.1, 32-2, 42-
35, 42-17.1, 42-17.6 of the General Laws of Rhode Island of 1956, as amended. 
 
 
 
 __________________________________ 
Janet Coit, Director 
Department of Environmental Management 
 
 
Notice Given on:   
Public Hearing held:  
Filing Date:         
 
Effective Date:    
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